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My approach to teaching is most influenced by my prior experiences working in 

healthcare when I trained college students in their clinical rotations to become medical 
laboratory professionals.  So many times, my colleagues and I would say of these budding 
professionals, “I wish someone had taught them to look beyond the obvious and reason 
things out for themselves.”  I truly feel that while any educator’s goal is to feed information 
to the student it should also be to encourage the student in how to think rather than always 
what to think.  Higher education often uses the buzzword “critical thinking,” and that was 
what I wished my laboratory students had learned to do.  So, I continually strive to create an 
atmosphere where a student can consider those ubiquitous “correct answers” within a 
multilayered context that requires them to really engage in the work and think about what 
they are saying about the work.  Do I teach laboratory science presently?  No.  I have 
changed career paths entirely.  I am now a historian and although I have also taught 
geography, I primarily teach a variety of topics in history.   

My intent is to not give my students a repeat of high school history, but rather to give 
them new and ever broadening perspectives on events they likely touched on in high school. 
I want my students to put themselves into the shoes of the historical characters and remove 
their penchant for presentism to more fully experience a culture that is unlike our own. Here 
is an example. 

One of my lessons focuses on a poem about Native Americans that were sold into 
slavery in the Caribbean.  The poem focuses on things the enslaved person will miss by 
moving from their current locale to the next.  By focusing on this lesser presented topic, 
students must delve into the Native American culture and examine the things they found 
important enough to miss once they were taken away from it.  Yes, examining slavery is 
important, but this lesson serves a myriad of purposes and it teaches students to look 
beyond the obvious to see all the facets of a reading.  

I am passionate about delivering the best quality education I possibly can to each and 
every student I teach. My goal is for them to leave my course with a more rounded depth of 
knowledge of history than they came in with and an ability to look beyond the obvious.  I 
expect them to be able to state an argument and support it, whether or not they agree with it 
rather than spout empty rhetoric.  

I also expect my students to be better writers and thinkers when they leave my course.  
My courses are generally always wait-listed and I can boast many repeat students.  However, 
these types of statistics are not why I do what I do.  I love history.  I love the idea that 
everyone can find a take away to apply to his or her life today.  I also love the idea that 
perhaps my students will learn to think outside the box just a little bit and look beyond the 
obvious to reason things out for themselves as they view all sides of an issue or problem.  
That is a skill set that is transferrable to any workplace, and history is a wonderful delivery 



vehicle for that skill regardless of the student’s major course of study.  
 
 


