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Beware of family stories.  They may sound amazing, but 
they also, as likely as not, are embellished.  Some families 
embellished stories to “fit in” with neighbors, or some were 
downright lies to hide specific facts (like helping on the 
underground railroad).  One thing of which we all we need 
to be mindful is to seek the TRUTH not a confirmation of a 
fantastical story. 
  



Let’s take an example of one of my ancestors who was said 
to have “run from France because he spoke out actively 
against Napoleon and feared for his life.”  His name was 
Joseph Carez, but which one?  There were at least THREE 
Joseph Carez’s from Toul, France….all the same 
family.  FIRST, I had to sort these men out. 
  
In searching French records, one thing that stood out right 
away was that there is a street in Toul, France called “Rue 
de Joseph Carez.”  Doesn’t seem likely that a man fighting 
for his life against Napoleon would get a street in his name 
to me.  So, I began to have SERIOUS doubts about the 
“family legend.”  I was able to find the documents 
describing the street dedication and found that the 
MIDDLE Joseph Carez was the honoree.  Here is the 
TRUE family story (as nearly as I can piece together from 
French records). 
  
The elder Joseph was a printer, and despite wanting his son 
to be a priest, and sending him to seminary, the middle 
Joseph did not want to enter the church.  He set off on his 
own to become an opera singer.  Although he had some 
talent in that area, he eventually came home to enter the 
printing business with his father where he invented a type 
of stationary type setting application the French called 
“stéréotypie” which translates approximately as 
“stereotyping.”  For THIS and community service in 
politics, he was honored posthumously with a street named 
for him. 
  
It is highly unlikely that he spoke out in retaliation against 



Napoleon while in government service, but I have seen 
some of his printing done FOR the local church.  He did 
say that he did not like the dechristianization of France 
because he truly felt the church still had a significant 
purpose, particularly in the area of keeping records of 
things like births, deaths, and marriages.  However, in 
France, for these to become “civil” matters in the more 
modern sense, the church was removed from the 
equation.  These matters became purely civil and marriages 
became more contractual than “holy” under Napoleon.  
  
As nearly as I can tell at this time, that is about the “worst” 
thing the middle Joseph ever said against Napoleonic 
policy.  Certainly, nothing has come to light that would be 
so awful as to “run for your life” as the family story 
says.  He did follow the tenets of Liberté, Egalité, 
Fraternité that were popularized during the French 
Revolution, but there was no evidence that the middle 
Joseph was an overly active revolutionary.  He did hold 
government office (various ones) and some were quite 
important.  It is doubtful that if he were a subversive that he 
could have held these offices long, so I am left to assume 
he was a successful public servant. 
  
Well, after the death of the elder Joseph, the middle and 
younger Joseph came to America.  The COUNTY story is 
that they came as part of a group of Frenchmen to populate 
some Revolutionary War bounty land owned by a man 
named LaVasse, but it has recently come to light that this is 
highly unlikely.  It IS known, however, that these Carez 
family members came with at least one male cousin named 



Charles Lisez, but they are the only family of Frenchmen 
that I have uncovered thus far. 
 
It seems highly doubtful that this family left France in fear 
of Napoleon, particularly as Napoleon’s reign was 
complete over two years before the younger Joseph was 
born.  Why the family chose to embellish and perpetuate 
this is equally unclear, but for me.....the truth seems far 
sweeter somehow.  I was also able to locate a picture of his 
likeness that happened to survive a fire, so I feel amply 
rewarded for my search. 
  
Rue de Joseph Carez can be seen on a map here.	  


